DAY BY DAY

A story from years ago ….......

by Wiktor Dzięciołowski 

9th of August 1945

Today is 9th of August 1945 at 6 o’clock in the morning bomber Enola gay dropped the second nuclear bomb on Hiroshima ending the II world war. But it’s not nice to tell someone all the story from the end so let’s start from the beginning.

6th of December 1941

My name is Thomas Conlin. I’m a 25 year old guy from San Diego that wanted to join US Marines after Hitler’s invasion of Poland in 1939. Actually I’m in a boot camp in San Diego with couple of my friends and tomorrow I will be sent to Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. Also couple  of my friends will be sent to other US bases in pacific because the Japanese Empire is really annoyed as the American congress some days ago gave Japan embargo to buy our fule that they need to continue the expansion in southern and central Asia. One of my friends is Frank Minoso. He’s from Jersey and he loves to tell us his stories about how he handles with ladies. Next one is Jimmy Sullivan. He’s from Los Angeles and he will be our medic. I guess he joined Marin corps only for money but who knows. And the last one, the most stupid of us all, is Willy Gaines from Oregon. He’s the son of a farmer and the most impressive thing is that he is going to be our sniper. Frank will be sent to the Midway, Jimmy to Wake Island and Willy to Philippines and I will go to Hawaii.
8th of December 1941
“Yesterday December 7th 1941 after devastating and unexpected attack on US Navy base in Pearl Harbor by  Japanese Empire. We will not tolerate any act of terror on our lands, so after council with congress we have taken decision to declare war on Empire of Japan and its allies. We will avenge this massacre”. These are the words of president of USA Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Yes, the Japanese have attacked us in Pearl. And I was in the eye of the storm. At 8 o’clock in the morning, 300 enemy planes started from 6 aircraft carriers and attacked us destroying about 21 ships and killing 3000 people. In the moment of the attack chief McAffe was escorting me to my PT boat when we turned in ally to ship, Japanese plane shot in our car and killed chief. Capitan says I have to crew the HMG (heavy machine gun) to the ship and start to fire on these planes. When we were near of the USS Arizona bomb broke through the ship deck and fell to the ammo magazine. Guys from the boat said I had to go on the main deck and help to all the guys that need it so I went to the main deck and I crewed the heavy AA (ant-aircraft)  gun. After 2 hours, the  attack was over. Japanese fell back and now we could heal our wounds. When I got back to San Diego I met my friends there. Headquarters  toll us about our new mission. The objective was to destroy whole enemy supply bases at Atoll Makin.
17th of August 1942 
Colonel says we will be transported in submarines. When we get close to shore, submarines will get out from the water and get on the small boats. When we reach coastline, we will split in 3 groups: Able, Baker, Charlie. I will be in B with my friends from boot camp. Frank will take command on our squad. Our objective is to destroy the radio tower. But still primary objective is to destroy full supplies on Makin. This is a diversion mission that has to take attention on Atoll Makin. We need this because 1st Marines division launch  attack on Guadalcanal. Oh boy, I hope none of my friends will die but this is war and even with so much hope, some people will die.... still I can’t let them. I don’t want their families to get  flags (symbol of death in army given to families that lost their sons and daughters in the army).

18th of August 1942

Raid was  successful. Full depot status: destroyed, radio station status: destroyed, evacuation: evacuated. Yes, we succeeded. Japanese lost many supplies and troops in this raid but that doesn’t mean we didn’t lose anyone. Our casualties was so huge: 18 KIA and 12 MIA ( killed in action and got missing in action ). But in these group is none of my friends from boot camp. Frank, Willy and Jimmy are safe. After this someone from the higher command got interested in our B team and we got promoted. Frank gets the Gunnery Sergeant, Will Corporal same as Jimmy. I got promoted on Sergeant that is a class lower then Frank is but I’m happy because my payment is higher. We will be transported on Guadalcanal with a mission to make the orders of Colonel. I guess this is a kind of a special mission like sneak enemy lines and destroy the artillery.

25th of August 1942

So here we are. Guadalcanal -  this bloody isle. This week was a total massacre. Our first mission was to reinforce troops on “ bloody ridge”. That isn’t  called “bloody” without reason. This ridge is on the south of a new built airfield named Henderson, after General killed in Sea Battle of Midway. We lost there so many guys ... I got the Distinguished Service Cross - the second highest order in the USA navy and air force (after Medal of Honor). For what the words say “for great brave on battlefield”. I took three wounded guys to medic and I made 10 rounds with ammunition for HMG under the fire of Japanese. I hope this hell will end soon I don’t want to be in same situation again WAR IS HORROR.

8th of February 1943

Finally we pushed back Japanese out of this island. Now we have some time to rest before next “frog jump”. Me and my friends got out safe from this hell but I guess next D-Day is coming and this will be more difficult more dangerous and it will be a total massacre.

Someone says we are going back on Gilbert’s isles (Makin and Tarawa). I think we may attack the Tarawa because this is highly strategic position in Pacific. I hope this landing will be short but I don’t expect a miracle. This island is heavily fortified. Japanese troops fought for 100 years to take control over this island, oh boy, I hope we won’t have to. 
20th of November 1943

So D-Day has begun... we have launched the transport ships, planes, and artillery shells on Betio (Tarawa). No one knows what is waiting for us,  hope there won’t be any suicide banzai charges. My team will land on Green beach. Some guys say this is the most dangerous landing zone because ships are firing nearly only there. I guess most of the forts are not even slightly damaged.

22nd of November 1943

Yes, the green beach was the MOST DANGEROUS place on the island, but after securing this point we were sent to the back to rest for a moment. So now I’m writing this to my diary. Oh god, my only question to you is why this war had to begin. Why did we need it after the 1st one. But I guess wars are in human nature so I can’t expect any miracle from you, am I right? Just please take care of me and my friends or .... don’t care about me -  cover my friends please!! I don’t want them to die. I don’t want to bring their families the flags. Willy says he lost his 2 brothers in the landing on Makin. They were in 1st line of fire.

26th of November 1943 

Hell on earth ....  ended. 6 days of fighting these Japanese troops, 6 days of losing young boys and 6 days.... only. Ha, we secured this island in 6 days. As one of commanders said “something that Imperial army can’t handle by 100 years, USA soldiers made in 6 days”. I guess Hirohito is really mad with his officers. And good, if he orders to kill them, then we will have easier job to do. I got my mom’s letter, the first one since  2 months and I’m a big brother now. Yes, my mom has given birth to my  little brother. They called him Jason. I hope I will soon get some free time and I can get  home and see him. I’m really missing my home. Frank says that when he gets back, he will get married. I want to see this because I don’t believe him. He always says what kind of “adventure” he had and I bet with Jimmy for 10$ he won’t make it. Jimmy says Frank has that one girl he loves but we don’t know if she loves him.

19th of February 1945 

The war is nearly over. We are preparing to attack the Iwo Jima. Hitler’s army is nearly destroyed. Our boys in Germany made Hitler really annoyed and he sent all of the forces he has. I guess he doesn’t care about Soviets. But still there is war in front of me and I’m going to win it. I can’t believe my little brother is already 2 years old. I’m really happy the war is so far from him. Our first throw landed and they had only minimal resistance I guess this is a trap. Willy told me about Japanese tunnels in the mountains. They have really big nets of tunnels. This so brutal - we need to use the flamethrowers. I can’t believe Japanese won’t run  from their positions. When they see a flamethrower, they still fire. They have no turning back. And yes, Willy is in the first throw. He is stupid. I hope he won’t make anything that can kill him. The rest of us is in the second throw. Frank got married and I need to pay 10$ to Jimmy. Ah, I lost my bet and money… but still... I hope Frank will be happy when he gets back.

3rd of April 1945 

Soviets are in Berlin, Hitler is in a trap. And we are on a gateway to Japan but I prefer the name gateway to HELL. When we take this island, the way to Japan will be opened but if we land on Japan main islands, they will fight till the end, they won’t surrender. Oh, why can’t I write anything about the end of the battle on Iwo. Also I left my diary on a ship and I found it today, sorry about that. I have no time so I will write soon after landing if I’m not going to die.

16th of June 1945 

Battle of Okinawa started 2 months ago and today, on16th of June, after surrender of the Nazis, Japan is in a trap. We have taken this bloody island but I guess we are not going on Main islands of Japan. Our scientists have created something big, something under the  codename “Fat man” and it’s a present for Japan I think so. My god if it doesn't work, we will proceed to operation “DOWNFALL”. I don’t want to land on Japanese Main Island I can handle with Pearl, Makin, Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Iwo Jima and finally with Okinawa. But I'm scared like never ever before ... I know I can’t handle with this.

9th of August 1945 

So you know my story… now I can end it and tell you what our brave brothers and sisters done in the air, sea and land of Pacific. Now I can rest but can a solider ever rest?? Solider must be active till he dies or till he can’t fight ... The tension between USA and USSR is really intense ....  I must be ready to fight if something happens.

15th of September 1950 

“Naval force never failed me and they won’t we will land on Inchon and we will massacre them” 

General Douglas McArthur before battle of Inchon in Korean war.
