DAY BY DAY – TRANSATLANTIC CRUISE
01.02.2014
Early in the morning, a bit sleepy, we arrive at the Chopin Airport in Warsaw. There we can see the whole group for the first time. At the first sight, we don’t seem to have anything in common. I can’t imagine spending next two months with them. It’s going to be hard, but I'm sure we'll make it. 

After a short flight we get to the Orly Airport and wait a few hours for the next flight. A few hours delay, but nobody is bored. We watch displays of the duty-free shops, and try the taste of a real French baguette. After a nine-hour flight we finally arrive in Martynique. After a short bus trip we reach the coast. Two pontoons transport us to the deck of Fryderyk Chopin – the most beautiful sailing ship you can imagine. 
02.02.2014
No one cares that we haven't slept for thirty-six hours – the captain wakes us up at 7:30 am. The first morning assembly, first breakfast, first trainings. And that’s how the whole day goes on. 
03.02.2014
Surprise, surprise! A day off! It’s our third day, but we already know that every free five minutes on board are sacry. Miss Gosia, a Pole from Poznan who has been living on the island for many years tells us the history of the capital – Fort de France. We taste exotic fruit which are totally different than in our country. 
04.02.2014
How long can you ride at anchor? Until the sailor can stand it. Or the anchor. We weigh ours in the morning. All these white sails… Amazing view. We are sailing towards Grenadyn. And most people don’t have any symptoms of sea sickness. A miracle or something ?
05.02.2014
Today a small island called Mayreau. Two beaches, two cafes, one road and a few goats. That’s all. Seems very little, but our maths teacher had a very harsh incident today. As a result of a close encounter with one of the horned animals he twisted his ankle quite hard. Closer to the evening, you could already hear rumours  about the herd of those animals and a few aggressive shepherds. The main aggrieved is silent about the course of the incident. 
06.02.2014
Next island – Saint Vincent. We ride at anchor near the Hanged Man Rock, famous for all the fans of the Pirates of the Caribbean . 
07.02.2014
Yesterday there was our first real storm on the sea. The Caribbean sea. And everyone had to try, what it is like to steer such a big ship. It’s an amazing feeling. You feel like a god, everything is in your hands. We also have to pass an exam in our knowledge about the ropes. It’s very hard, there are about two hundred kilometres of them!
09.02.2014
The dogwatch is in the worst situation on the ship . They have to stay from midnight till 4 am. Not only you have to sleep on the never-never,  often on the deck, but you also have to be ready for everything.  At 6 am we are woken up by a loud voice in our heads: Set sails! All crew on board! But we make it. In front of us another island – Montserrat, almost completely damaged by a volcanic eruption in 1997. While watching houses covered with ash we suddenly realise how dangerous nature can be. 
11.02.2014
Today Saint Marteen – the last island before the Atlantic Ocean. We have a short trip with a guide. We can do what we want for the rest of the day, unless you have a watch. Then you have to be on the deck and watch the safety of the ship – your home.
12.02.2014 

Everything that’s nice and beautiful has to finish one day. We take a last look at the fabulous Caribbean, and start our journey to the Azores. We’ll see the land in about two weeks’ time. Leaving this paradise on earth means also the beginning of school. We start learning tomorrow. The days filled with lessons and watches, with short gaps for the meals. Homework. Tests. Boatswain tasks.  It’s still warm, so we wear shorts, but our watches and clocks have to be set one hour forward. 
15.02.2014
We work very hard. Lots of lessons and learning – we feel quite tired. It’s getting colder each day. Water, water, water everywhere. Today we saw a huge oil tanker, but it was far away from us. We were able to see it for a while and then it disappeared. Like a Black Pearl. And emptiness again. 
16.02.2014
Scrambled eggs? Apple pie? This can mean only one thing… Sunday! But we have lessons, as usual, because we work in a very specific system. It has five days: the first day, the second day, the third, the fourth and fifth. And now a surprise. After the fifth day you don’t have a Saturday, or a free day, or something like that, but... the first day again! So if the captain won’t be generous, it’s possible that we won’t have any free day during our two-month cruise.
23.02.2014
Today it’s the first, real Sunday since the cruise started. Without lessons, but with scrambled eggs, broth and pancakes for the supper. Ada consumes 22 of them, and beats our boatswain who manages to eat only 18.
24.02.2014
We are looking for whales. You can recognize them by the fountain of water above their heads. But we didn’t see any of them today, despite the fact that many lessons were on the deck. Maybe they’ll come to us tomorrow…
26.02.014
What a wonderful view! After two weeks of sailing, in the evening we can see the shape of land. And a few hours later we moor our ship in Horta. The weather isn’t very nice – a lot of clouds,  cold, but weak wind. Standing on the ground after two weeks of swaying is a very strange, but nice feeling. We are running along the coast for an hour. Then exhausted we go to recharge our batteries.
27.02.2014
Fat Thursday on the Azores. The teachers decided, to make doughnuts.  It smells gorgeous. 
04.03.2014
Today we’re leaving the Azores. It wasn’t as warm and beautiful as on the Caribbean, but we’ll miss this place too. Everyone knows that now it’ll be very hard – lessons and hard work on the deck again. But the weather is the best from a very long time. It’s good news.
05.03.2014
Still no whales! Our Polish teacher does her best during her watch, but we can’t see any  fountain. She also missed the only turtle because of dinner. Great Nothing. 
07.03.2014
It’s very cold. And wavy. Eating is extremely difficult, because you have to be very careful. It’s very easy to give someone a part of your meal by accident. But this problem disappears for a while, because we have a homemade pizza for supper. It’s delicious!
8.03.2014
Women’s Day in the middle of the ocean! We probably wouldn’t even have noticed it if we suddenly hadn't heard a quite anaemic singing of our men during the morning assembly. “Happy Women’s Day” – that’s all. And where are the flowers, may I ask? Where are the tights? It would be a great idea, because it’s getting colder and colder. 
11.03.2014
Thank God, the Captain announced two free days! We can get enough sleep, catch up and rest for a while. What a convenience!
14.02.2014
A very sad day. We found a little, sick bird on the deck. We called him Stefan and took care of him. Unfortunately, we didn’t manage to save his life. But the good news is that it starts to blow again. Slowly, without breaks, we are getting closer to Albion.
20.03.2014
Today it’s the first day of spring! John found some fabric and string and made a straw dummy personifying winter. At midday it sank in the ocean, thrown away by us, of course. Now we are waiting for real spring, because here, on the ship it's really freezing cold during night watches. 
26.03.2014
The cruise is going to finish soon. We start thinking about it very slowly. The word “last” has a new meaning now. Everything is last. The last lessons, the last card sent to our family, the last scrambled eggs made by our chef, the last watches… The prevailing mood is very gloomy. 
01.04.2014
My last night watch. In the morning we go into Świnoujście. Only a few minutes… and we wave to our parents standing in a big group at the quay. And we have a lump in our throats! It’s so hard to say “good bye” after two months! Only last photos, gifts, hugs… Here we are! We crossed the Atlantic Ocean! 

