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3 lata temu. No, I am not ready to write in Polish yet. 

3 years ago, I was a M.A. student in Latin Language and Literature in Istanbul University. After succesfully passing exams, it was time for writing my thesis.

Around that time, a guest Professor from Greece, came to Istanbul for a conference. After the conference we had chance to meet and speak. While talking, my professor offered me about the Erasmus programme. Till that time I was not thinking about going abroad. The guest professor invited me to Greece for my Erasmus. I was very excited and decided to apply for Erasmus. 

I passed the language exam, my grade point average was great and there was no reason to go Erasmus. I had 2 options: Greece and Poland. I thought to myself what could I do in Poland. To be honest I didn’t even know Poland’s certain place in European map. I thought Greece would better destination for me and my studies and I selected Greece. After some time I talked to a friend who had been in Poland for her Erasmus. She told me immediately to change my selection and to choose Poland. Especially she told me to go to Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan. Also my very best friend had just moved to Berlin. She told Poznan was really close to Berlin and we could see each other very frequently. After talking to her, I went to Erasmus office and changed my selection to Poznan on the last day.

I was accepted to Adam Mickiewicz University for my studies. I arranged the visa first, then place to stay and went to Poznan. When I first landed to Warsaw Airport, everything seemed very different to me. Till then I have never seen or heard Polish people talking. I was not even sure if I could go to Poznan without any problems. But I could managed to reach Poznan easily. 

After settling I went around to see what Polish people eat, drink, wear. I really wanted to feel myself at home. Because I was going to stay 4 months there and I had to get accustomed to live there. 

After some time my school started. My teacher in Turkey told me that I was not responsible with taking lectures but only make research. But my coordinator in Poland was telling vice versa. I had to select classes even I didn’t want to. But finally I selected Polish language and XIXth century life classes. At the beginning I was not very interested in Polish language or culture. But after some time I became more and more interested in Polish culture. Of course my great teacher has an effect on that. I still don’t know if this kind of language could be taught so beautifully. Well, I don’t know yet. 

At first I was going to stay in Poland only for a semester. As the days went by I got madly in love with anything related to Poland. My lectures were great and I was spending more time with the lectures, not with my thesis which I was supposed to write. I decided to extend my Erasmus and stay for the second semester in Poznan.

In the second semester I realised that day by day I feel myself like belonged to Poland. Whenever I want I was discovering another city. I went several times to Krakow, Warsaw and Gdansk. I was really interested in Polish food, especially Pierogi. In every city I visited, I tasted pierogi. But from my side the best pierogi I have tasted was in Poznan, in Chatka Babuni. Unfortunately that restaurant was closed but my friends say in Torun there are really good pierogi restaurants. That’s why in my next trip to Poland I will visit Torun for sure. ;)

My second semester was done and it was time to go back to Turkey. I was feeling like leaving my own country forever and cried for hours. 

When I came back to Istanbul, I didn’t feel like home. I was feeling very different and not belong to here. But on the other hand I had to finish my master thesis. I became so addicted to Polish that I didn’t even want to see anything not related to Polish. 
After some time I decided to go back Poland, and tried to search ways. But I was not able to do it at that time, unfortunately. I searched Polish courses in Istanbul, but there was no course. I found Polish language and litterature department in Istanbul University. 

In our country we must take 2 exams to be university student an these exams are really hard. I had two ways: 1st to finish my master thesis 2nd to study for exam and study Polish. 

I chose the second option and studied hard to pass exam. Polish language and literature department’s point was 280 but I took 430 from the exam. I was the first student to be accepted to department and I begin to study Polish in 2016, September. Now I feel like I am studying the subject which I really want to.

I hope soon I will visit Poland again, and one day move to Poland and write my composition in Polish as if Polish is my mother language. 
